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Milena Angelova  

Speaking Notes 

 

CONFERENCE  

A prescription for the future of Europe in the face of social, 

economic and health challenges after COVID-19. European Union, 

member states, civil society.  

 

24 November 2021, 8:30 - 17:30  

Sofitel Warsaw Victoria Hotel  

(the event will take place in a hybrid format: in-person and online) 

09.15-10.15 PANEL I: International initiatives for economic 

reconstruction and civil society development in the new post-

COVID-19 reality. 

• Three Seas Initiative and the Business Forum – last edition  

Sofia on 8-9 July 2021 

• OECD BIAC 

• UNIDO – United Nations Industrial Development 

Organisation  

• ILO 

• EU Social Partners 
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• Three Seas Initiative and the Business Forum – last edition  

Sofia on 8-9 July 2021 

Inaugural speeches were delivered by Presidents of: Bulgaria, Estonia, Germany, Greece, 

Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Slovenia, Managing Director of the IMF, as well as prime ministers 

and government representatives of Austria, Czech Republic, Croatia, Romania and Slovakia. 

US President Joe Biden sent on-line address from the White House. He declared that the US 

wholeheartedly support the 3SI and its goal of a stronger, united and more competitive Europe. 

He said there is incredible potential for increasing cooperation and connectivity among this 

group that will enhance the security and prosperity of the region and quite frankly benefit the 

world. The USA will be unfailing partner of it. 

Energy Panel - main topic: Connection for transformation to sustainability. Carbon neutral 

energy systems will require: increased energy efficiency, renewable and nuclear energy, natural 

gas for transition and basic fuel, changing the goals of the current gas infrastructure for the 

widespread use of low-carbon hydrogen. There was a round table with participation of 14 

international panellists: ministers of energy or energy infrastructure from Bulgaria, Ireland, 

Poland, United Kingdom, high level representatives of USA Department of State, Atlantic 

Council, Siemens Energy, Total EP Greece and Bulgaria, AmCham Bulgaria and Eurasia 

Business Development. 

Three sub-topics were discussed:  

- natural gas as a transitional fuel - the region's infrastructural priorities;  

- renewables as an engine of infrastructure development, the priorities of the region;  

- the issue of nuclear energy in the region - joint intergovernmental efforts. 

Innovation Panel - main topic: Discussion on the connection of innovative ecosystems in the 

region, the pooling of capacities and the connection of local research and RegTech initiatives 

and efforts.  

There were 11 panellists: ministers from Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania, PwC 

Central Eastern Europe, Digital Poland, Slovak Innovation and Energy Agency (SIEA) with 

participation of the EU Commissioner for Innovation, Research, Culture, Education and Youth 

- Mariya Gabriel. 

19.45 - 20.00 - Improving social innovation in the Three Seas region.  Progress in social 

innovation: presentation online by Annette Krober-Riel , Vice-President for Government 

Affairs and Public Policy, Google Europe, Metropolregion Berlin/Brandenburg    

Panel "Three Seas Investment Fund and Investing in Inclusive Growth  Infrastructure" 
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Main Topic: Working with the Three Seas Investment Fund and 

financing projects under the 3SI outside the scope of the fund 

Keynote address was delivered by Jan Brzezinski of Atlantic Council, Washington DC. 

Panellists were from: Bulgaria Deputy Prime Minister for EU Funds, Poland President of the 

State Development Bank (BGK) and Chairperson of the Supervisory Board of the 3SI 

Investment Fund), Austria, United Kingdom and the USA.  

The Three Seas Initiative Investment Fund (3SIIF) was established in 2019 as a dedicated 

commercial fund targeting critical infrastructure investment in Central and Eastern Europe. A 

pipeline of energy, transport and digital infrastructure investment has been developed rapidly 

and counts at present 90 large BMI Projects.  

Transport Panel - Digital mobility Main focus: Improving multimodal connectivity for people 

and goods in the digital age: physical, digital and commercial prerequisites. 

Sub-topics:  

- digitization of European railways;  

- aviation in multimodal connectivity for passengers and cargo;  

- seaports and transport megacenters:  

- portals to multimodality;  

- synchromodality and the future of transport and logistics integration of the value chain  

- cross-border development of transport infrastructure. 

Moderated by: Head of Strategy and Development at Rail Baltica, Latvia. 

There were 6 international panellists and 4 VIP keynote speeches: EC Commissioner for 

Transport, Georgi Todorov, Minister of Transport of Bulgaria, Andrzej Adamczyk Minister of 

Infrastructure of Poland, Ian Sechter Minister of Transportation in Czech Republic.  

One of the most important strategic investments for the Three Seas Initiative is the construction 

of the Via Carpatia road route - an expressway that will ultimately connect the Baltic Sea with 

the Aegean and Black Seas. There are talks underway at the EU level to include the entire route 

of the Via Carpatia in the European core transport network. 

Digitization panel -  Smart infrastructure is key to economic growth 

Sub topics:  

- digitalization of the infrastructure in the sectors of industry 4.0;  

- public cloud services - a key tool for smart infrastructure services;  

- access to open data - a crucial component of tomorrow's infrastructure. 

There were 11 panelists from Bulgaria (Minister of Finance), Estonia, Poland, Romania, US 

Department of State, Amazon Web Services USA.  
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Closing remarks of this panel were delivered by:  

Ms. Margrethe Vestager, Executive Vice-President for A Europe Fit for the Digital Age, 

European Commission:  

“The task ahead is huge and it needs a team, a committed team. This is why this summit and 

this business forum are so important. This is how teams are created because we invest in the 

human infrastructure. And with this knowledge comes trust. I’m really happy to see how we 

encourage one another. We’ll make this region rise because the potential is there. Through 

events like this the human infrastructure is being built. And then the trust is there.” 

Apart of the above main panels and session there were side events and b2b initiatives, like e.g. 

meeting of participants from 3SI investment promotion agencies, meeting of participants from 

3SI innovation and research agencies and bilateral stock exchange meeting. 

- - - - - - - 

Joint Declaration of the Sixth Summit of the Three Seas Initiative.  

At a closed Presidential Meeting, held on July 9, 2021, the Presidents and High Level 

Representatives of the 12 participating States adopted the Joint Declaration of the Sixth 

Summit.  

The Declaration consists of 26 substantive points with reference to the achievements of the 

previous Summits in: Dubrovnik 2015, Warsaw 2017, Bucharest 2018, Ljubljana 2019 and 

Tallinn 2020. 

It welcomes the continued support received from the 3SI partners - the United States of 

America, the Federal Republic of Germany and the European Commission and underlines that 

the 3SI joint activities are in full compliance with the EU's strategic agenda, the Next 

Generation EU and the transatlantic partnership. There is a special welcome to the President of 

the Hellenic Republic, as a guest at the Summit and Business Forum in Sofia. 

The 3SI fully supports the objectives of the Paris Agreement, the European Green Deal, the 

Trans-European Networks (TEN) instrument, promotion of good governance, a green economy, 

smart and sustainable development and contribution to the EU's Single Market. Strengthening 

energy security and diversifying routes and sources of supply in the region, along with a fair 

transition to a climate-neutral energy sector, support hydrogen development, especially from 

renewable sources - are also within the 3SI main priorities. 
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11.45-13.00 PANEL III: The need for a new Marshall Plan for 

Oncology - Europe's Beating Cancer Plan as a response to the 

oncological tsunami. 

 

Through EU cooperation we are fighting Covid-19, through EU 

cooperation we'll beat cancer 

 

Every year 14 million new cancer cases are registered, 3.4 million of 

which – in Europe, and 8.2 million of people die because of cancer 

around the globe1. With cancer set to become Europe’s leading disease 

burden, the case for concerted cooperation between countries and all-

level-stakeholders has never been stronger. This is why the European 

Commission's initiative is a key milestone in the fight against cancer 

and we, the organized civil society, intend to play a pivotal role to 

support the swift implementation of Europe' Beating Cancer Plan. And 

we shall praise the Implementation RoadMap published just few days 

ago by the European Commission and shall join forces to implement it. 

  

The last two decades have seen improved care for people affected by 

cancers. Although more people are being diagnosed with cancer, the 

risk of dying has been reduced thanks to medical innovation. The 

absolute number of people diagnosed with cancer rose around 50% in 

Europe over the past 20 years. However, the number of deaths only 

increased by 20%, according to 2019 data.  

 
1

 IARC data. 
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But we can and we must do more, and the swift implementation of the 

EU plan will put us on track. While the prevention of cancer is of the 

utmost significance, it is equally important that the European Union and 

Member States ensure the availability of high-quality, accessible 

healthcare infrastructure, including screening, diagnostics and 

treatment facilities and health services, and effective support systems 

for patients' physical and mental well-being during and after treatments. 

 

As an urgent measure, it is necessary to tackle the problems caused by 

the COVID-19 pandemic with respect to access to health services. 

Restrictions and delays bring the risk of reducing the chances of 

recovery and must be effectively addressed, and an urgent response is 

needed to address people's fears. The social partners and civil society 

organisations have an indispensable role to play by disseminating best 

practices and providing relevant information – about what can cause 

cancer, about helping people recognise early symptoms, promoting 

prevention and inspiring healthy lifestyles. Their efforts shall be 

supported, including by devoting relevant funds under ESF+ for joint 

actions in combating cancer and for dissemination of best practices on 

health prevention.  

 

To enhance the early detection of cancer, the European Economic and 

Social Committee, in its opinion adopted in June, endorsed the 

initiatives of screening and cancer prevention projects and encouraged 
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the use of new technologies and efforts to raise people's awareness of 

the need for preventive screening. The screening and educational 

initiatives should target all of the frequent types of cancer and be 

available to the largest possible number of people.  

 

There are discrepancies between the Member States in terms of 

accessibility and affordability of the medical services – especially for 

the elderly. For example, unmet healthcare needs due to distance, 

waiting times, or financial reasons declined in the EU-27 from 5.4 % of 

the older population in 2011 to 2.5 % in 2019. The level of unmet 

healthcare needs was the highest in Estonia (17.8 %), Greece (13.6 %), 

and Romania (11.5 %). Almost no unmet needs for healthcare was 

reported in Austria, Malta, and the Netherlands in 2019. Access to 

healthcare services is better in countries with universal health coverage, 

higher healthcare expenditures in relation to GDP, and lower economic 

inequalities, such as the Netherlands, Germany, Sweden, and Malta. 

 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, the positive trend of improving 

access to medical treatment ceased. In most countries, healthcare 

systems were reorganised to provide acute care to persons with 

COVID-19. It increased the risk of poorer access to hospital care and 

extended waiting times for medical procedures. Unmet needs for 

medical treatment grew during the pandemic because of the 

postponement of medical visits either due to the introduced lockdown 

measures or due to fear of infection. About one-quarter of people aged 
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50+ had their medical treatment postponed and 5.4 % were denied an 

appointment with a medical doctor. More than every tenth person 

resigned from a medical consultation. These trends are similar across 

all age groups above the age of 50. Postponing or resigning from 

medical treatment, due to infection fears, quarantine, or the 

reorganisation of work at the medical facility, could have detrimental 

health effects in the future. 

 

In the best performing countries, including the Netherlands, Finland, 

Denmark, Spain, and Slovenia, about 75 % of women aged 50 to 69 had 

breast cancer screenings within a period of two years. By contrast, in 

Slovenia, Cyprus, and Hungary, about 40 %, and in Bulgaria, only 

about 20 % of women aged 50 to 69 had breast cancer screening in the 

period of two years. Between 2013 and 2018, the share of women who 

received screening decreased or remained stable in most EU countries. 

There are also noticeable differences between urban and rural areas. In 

rural areas, over 14 % of women have never had access to an X-ray 

breast cancer screening. In urban areas, the indicators decrease to 1 in 

10 women having no access to screening. The largest gaps between 

urban and rural areas were in countries with overall lower access to 

breast cancer screening (Bulgaria, Romania, and Slovakia). Although 

there is no more recent data on breast cancer screening, access to 

screenings might have worsened during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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There is a poor uptake of colorectal cancer screening for men aged 50 

to 74, despite the existence of national screening programmes in some 

countries. In Bulgaria, Cyprus, and Romania, up to 90 % of the 

population have never undergone this procedure. In Slovenia, France, 

Germany, and Austria, up to 50 % of men aged 50 to 74 had colorectal 

cancer screening in the period of two years. There are also significant 

information gaps, as the latest Eurostat data are from 2014. 

 

To reduce national, regional and social inequalities in beating cancer 

and provide high-standard solutions for all, it is crucial for the EU to 

involve all Member States in implementing the Plan and encourage 

cooperation among them, including with the support of EU funding. 

The Plan's implementation needs to respond to the specific and 

particular needs of patients and survivors and adapt to the different 

national circumstances – including people's different socio-economic 

environment, age, gender, disability, etc. 

 

We also called for improved possibilities for cancer patients to benefit 

from high-quality treatment, care and expertise provided by other 

Member States. To strengthen joint efforts, the EESC advocates 

ensuring and enhancing a well-functioning single market for cancer-

related goods, services and labour and the effective application of the 

principles on patients' rights in cross-border healthcare.  
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We underlined that research and innovation remained a cornerstone for 

better understanding cancer risk factors and improving diagnoses, 

therapies and treatments. Innovation ecosystems, involving different 

sized enterprises, researchers, patients, health professionals and 

authorities, need to be advanced and supported by EU and national 

funding, particularly through partnerships under Horizon Europe.  

 

The EESC emphasised the need for major efforts to be focused on the 

generation, availability and accessibility of data to help develop more 

advanced prevention, diagnosis and treatment methods. Linking digital 

health data with the genomic data of biobanks must be facilitated to 

enable personalised prevention and care. The development and use of 

data analytics methods, including AI, also need to be enhanced through 

strengthened EU cooperation.  

 

The successful beating of cancer requires international cooperation and 

high-quality education in cancer-related disciplines, including 

cooperation between the EU countries in education and skills promotion 

programmes supported by the EU and implemented also by joint actions 

of the social partners.  Cooperation is also particularly important in the 

field of research and innovation and in facilitating knowledge-sharing. 

Moreover, open and structured collaboration is needed to ensure the 

availability of medicines, equipment and other goods for cancer 

treatments.   
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Enterprises play a central role in developing solutions for cancer 

prevention, screening, diagnostics and treatment. They also strive to 

beat cancer by reducing their environmental impacts, developing and 

producing safe products, improving health and safety in workplaces, 

and supporting patients in combining work and cancer treatment and 

returning smoothly to work. To encourage this, the EU needs to provide 

favourable conditions for innovation, investment and running 

businesses.  

 

The COVID-19 pandemic has shown us that innovation and 

collaboration are key to beating any healthcare challenge. Through 

strong partnerships and collaborations, we can deliver more for cancer 

patients, more for citizens, and more for Europe. 

 

 


