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The SME Assembly is an important event to inspire SMEs  

 

It has been quite intense and inspiring three days, as we were able to 

meet, exchange ideas and arrive together at solutions what can be done 

better and more effective for the benefit of the SME community. I take 

with me five main conclusions. 

 

First, my conviction that the SMEs are the engine that pulls us out 

of the current trying times and moves us forward to a sustainable 

and job-rich recovery, has grown stronger during these three days 
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The SMEs across Europe are key for economic recovery, as they are 

grass-rooted at each and every corner of the Union, and especially in 

the remote and rural areas – where quite often they are the only 

economic activity generating factor.  Therefore, the economic recovery 

depends largely on how successfully the SMEs will adapt and operate 

in the new post-pandemic reality, shaped also by the profound changes 

imposed by the twin transitions. And I am happy to see that in spite of 

all the challenges, the SMEs continue to be innovative, creative, agile 

and able to accomplish exemplary projects and achieve impressive 

results – as we saw yesterday during the Awards Ceremony. The reason 

is the unvanquished entrepreneurial spirit committed to constantly 

endeavour for new achievements.  

 

Still, we shall bear in mind that together with the inspiring success 

stories, the vast majority amongst SME community struggles to 

overcome difficulties such as supply chain disruptions, significant 

labour shortages and skills mismatches, drop in customer demand and 

revenues, rising inflation, pushed by the unprecedented rise of the 

electricity and natural gas prices – all these causing negative impact on 

cash flow and sustainability.  

 

The SME Strategy, in synergy with the Updated Industrial Strategy, 

provide instrumental tools to respond to those challenges and help 

SMEs navigate successfully through them. Listening carefully to the 

distinguished speakers, I am confident that the need for a detailed, 
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differentiated approach when devising SME support measures, taking 

into consideration their heterogeneity and diversity and the different 

market failures that they face is well understood and considered. 

Indeed, such a detailed approach is key to enhance better access to 

support measures. The SME Envoys are the ones who shall translate 

those recommendations into particular policy measures and support 

schemes in their relevant Member States, and tailor the practical 

modalities to answer the particular situation of each and every SME so 

that no one is left behind. And we also are waiting forward seeing soon 

the appointment of an EU SME Envoy who shall truly lead this process.  

 

Second, the green transition can only be successful if SME-focused 

 

This is especially valid in the case of support measures necessary to 

help SMEs obtain knowledge and understanding on what is the nature 

of the green transition, what it involves in short, medium and long run 

and what they shall do as to be adequately prepared for it and to be able 

to turn the challenges into opportunities. Many SMEs face uncertainty 

and lack of knowledge and understanding of the specific climate and 

environmental policies, including regarding the requirements of all the 

new financial tools.  

 

As the SME Performance Review is a precious source of data for 

preforming quantitative and qualitative analyses and is instrumental to 

help better marketing the support measures for SME community, I 
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suggest that the next edition focuses explicitly on the main gaps in the 

SME preparedness to uptake the Green deal as to generate ideas on how 

to better devise, target and deliver support measures. Another area of 

interest would be to assess to the extent possible the differences in the 

level of preparation and readiness of SMEs to successfully accomplish 

the green transition compared to the digital one and what can be done 

to create synergies between the two. 

 

Third, after all the efforts and policy measures, the SME still 

experience difficulties to find finance 

 

The discussions clearly pointed that most of the SMEs need better 

access to finance to overcome liquidity shortages, and that there is 

increased demand for grant support and easy access to bank credits and 

to other sources of financing. 

 

The EU funds are key to help taping the potential of SMEs and it is 

important in constant dialogue with business community and 

stakeholders to point what can be done to better the access to them. I 

embrace and firmly support the idea brought forward by Christoph Leitl 

for a 1 sheet application for EU Funds and I hope that it will be promptly 

realised. Together with this, I suggest that creating and developing a 

network of "financial and funding ombudsmen" in the Member States 

is considered, that shall serve as a focal point for SMEs to help them 

understand how to be successful in getting financed. As well as 
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improving SMEs access to funds, such a network may also help the EC 

collect and analyse qualitative data to learn how intermediary banks use 

financial instruments to reach the SMEs most in need of financial 

resources and why credit is not granted to them.  

 

The EC, with the active assistance of SME organisations, shall consider 

introducing specific measures to educate managers about the benefits 

and opportunities offered by the various funding options – especially 

those provided in the framework of the Capital Market Union and to 

help them choose the one that best matches their needs, as well as to 

promote further tailor-made solutions provided by experts. 

 

Fourth, better regulation and supportive environment are must 

 

To be able not only to survive, but also to thrive, grow and expand 

successfully, contributing to the development of the European 

economy, quality job creation and well-being of the citizens, SMEs 

need extra effort to be provided a favourable business environment. 

Bureaucracy and complex EU and national legislation are still reported 

to be an obstacle for SMEs in many Member States. The principles of 

better regulation and competitiveness checks shall be guaranteed in 

introducing any new policy measures, and administrative procedures 

streamlined as to avoid focusing resources to activities that do not 

enhance but hinder efforts needed for business development. 
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Fifth, what was not enough covered by our discussions is how the 

war for talents affects SMEs 

 

The pandemic kept many companies closed for more than year, forcing 

workers there to re-skill and find other jobs, producing systemic severe 

difficulties in finding workers. This is further aggravated by the 

demographic ageing, and skills requirements steaming from 

digitalisation and decarbonisation goals. Therefore, employing, 

motivating and retaining precious human resources seems to activity of 

critical importance for the SMEs, where they need extra support. Of 

course, both ESF+ and Erasmus+ are supposed to help them tackle this. 

But it is also necessary that the SME organisations work further to help 

SMEs be aware and well understand these possibilities, as to be able to 

make good use of them. 

 

In conclusion, as we share the common goal of promoting and 

supporting the SMEs across Europe, I can assure you on behalf of the 

EESC that we hope and stand ready and committed to deepen the 

interaction with all the relevant institutions and stakeholders for the 

benefit of SMEs, while delivering on realising all the precious ideas 

generated during this Assembly. 

 

 

 

 


